FAXED LETTER

The Honorable (Name of Member of Congress) 
United States House of Representatives or Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515 (for House) 20510 (for Senate)

ATTN: Scheduler's Name, fax number

Dear Rep./Sen. [Last Name]:

As a constituent from [town, state] and as a [replace with specific sub-discipline, if desired] from [name institution, if desired], I am writing to request a meeting with you.  On May 9, 2007, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., I will be attending the 4th Annual Advanced Initiatives in Medical Simulation Exhibition (AIMS) in the Rayburn Foyer of the Rayburn House Office building.  I would love to meet you in your office and walk down to the exhibit together to show you all the interesting medical simulation equipment.   

As you may know, medical errors kill as many as 98,000 people annually.  These errors, caused in part by the ever increasing shortages of nurses and physicians that force some health care institutions to implement mandatory overtime and increase patient care loads, cost our nation $54 to $79 billion.  Medical residents, who previously had helped lessen physician shortages, are now operating under strict new rules that limit physician residents to an 80-hour work week.  These rules leave less time for direct contact between the students and instructors, further exacerbating the number of errors.  

Bioterrorism threats, global hot spots, combat situations, and natural disasters are forcing institutions, governments, and the military to reconsider the speed at which they can train and deploy health care providers in an emergency.  

Medical simulation is revolutionizing health care, just as pilot simulators reduced errors in aviation.  There is an important federal role to play in funding further research and development of this effort and to ensure that simulation efforts are supported in the Department of Defense, Department of Health and Human Services, and elsewhere in the executive branch.  Further extension of this effort will leverage the important work completed by the Department of Defense (DOD) and help inspire the technology transfer that has been a hallmark of prior DOD research.  

I will be available to meet with you anytime on Wednesday, May 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. [, and would like to bring with me my colleagues, name [list colleagues, if applicable], also from [your state/district]].

I can be reached at the phone number[s] and email addresses below, and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Respectfully yours,

Dr./Mr./Mrs. _____________
Address
PHONE NUMBER
EMAIL ADDRESS
